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Chair Rhoads and members of the Senate Committee on Judiciary, thank 
you for the opportunity to testify in support of Senate Bill No. 159. The purpose of 
this bill is to require any person who is eligible to vote and applies for a motor 
vehicle driver license or identification card to be automatically registered to vote 
unless the applicant affirmatively declines; allow an applicant to affirmatively 
decline to have any of the applicant's information electronically transmitted; and 
authorize access to and electronic transmission of databases maintained or 
operated by the counties or the department of transportation that contains driver 
license or identification card information to election officials and the online voter 
registration system. 
 

This bill would provide more access to voter registration, as it requires the 
applicant for a driver license or state identification card to directly address the 
question of whether they want to register to vote or to opt out as part of the 
application process. This bill also ensures the accuracy of the voter registration 
rolls by electronically transmitting voter registration data between the driver 
licensing and identification card database and the statewide voter registration 
system. The electronic sharing of data between driver licensing officials and 
election officials helps to ensure timely compliance with the National Voter 
Registration Act and the Help America Vote Act. 52 USC § 21083(a)(5)(B) & 52 
USC § 20504.  
 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of Senate Bill No. 159. 
 



SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/16/2021 11:10:42 PM 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
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Comments:  

Chair, Vice Chair and Honorable Members: 

The Hawai'i State Commission on the Status of Women supports SB159, relating to 
automatic voter registration. Women have been denied voting rights longer than they 
have held voting rights in the United States. AVR has been shown to improve women's 
civic participation in voting. Accordingly, the Commission asks that the Committee pass 
SB159. 

Sincerely, 

Khara Jabola-Carolus 
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Submitted By Organization Testifier 
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Present at 
Hearing 

Laurie Field 
Testifying for Planned 

Parenthood Votes 
Northwest and Hawaii 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Planned Parenthood Votes Northwest and Hawaii supports SB 159. Thank you! 

 



 

Hawaii State Senate Committee on Judiciary                                                                                                            
Hearing Date/Time: Friday February 19, 2021 9:30AM                                                                                                                    
Place: Video Conference                                                                                                                       
Re: Testimony  in STRONG SUPPORT of S.B. 159  

Dear Chair Rhoads, Vice-Chair Keohokalole, and  Members  of the Committee s,  

Members of AAUW of Hawaii are grateful for this opportunity to testify in support of 
S.B. 159, which would r equire any person who is eligible to vote and applies for a motor 
vehicle driver's license or identification card to be automat ically registered to vote unless 
the applicant affirmatively declines .  

Automatic Voter Registration would make our voter registration system more accurate, 
secure, and cost -effective.  Eighteen states and Washington DC already have AVR law; 
twelve states and Washington DC have already implemented AVR. 1 

The American Associati on of University Women (AAUW) of Hawaii is a state -wide 
organization made up of six branches (Hilo, Honolulu, Kauai, Kona, Maui, and Windward 
Oahu) and over 3800  members and supporters statewide.   As advocates for gender 
equity, AAUW of Hawaii promotes th e economic, social, and physical well -being of all 
persons.  

Please pass this important bill to modernize our voting system.  Mahalo. 

 

Younghee Overly 
Public Policy Chair, AAUW of Hawaii  
publicpolicy -hi@aauw.net 
 

 
1 https://www.ncsl.org/research/elections-and-campaigns/automatic-voter-registration.aspx 
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Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David Bruce Leonard Testifying for Earth 
Medicine Institute 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Please support SB159 to automatically register citizens of Hawai'i to vote. Thank you. 

 



 
 

The Thirty-First Legislature, State of Hawaii 
The Senate 

Committee on Judiciary   
 

Testimony by 
Hawaii Government Employees Association 

 
February 19, 2021 

 
 

S.B. 159 – RELATING TO VOTING 
 
The Hawaii Government Employees Association, AFSCME Local 152, AFL-CIO supports 
the purpose and intent of S.B. 159 which requires any person who is eligible to vote and 
applies for a motor vehicle driver's license or identification card to be automatically 
registered to vote unless the applicant affirmatively declines. 
 
The right to vote is the foundation of our democracy and essential to protect all other 
rights, therefore we must ensure that the voting process is easy to understand and 
participate in.  Given Hawaii’s infamously low voter turnout, the Legislature has taken 
appropriate steps to make it easier for residents to vote, which include implementing 
online voter registration in 2015, phasing in same-day registration in 2016, and 
establishing an all-mail election in 2019.  The next logical step to improve and increase 
access to voting is to implement automatic voter registration, as many other states have 
done.  Automatic voter registration reduces the time and effort it takes to register, ensures 
current addresses are on file, and reduces the overall costs to the state. 
   
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of S.B. 159. 
       
 
       Respectfully submitted, 
  
 
 
 
  Randy Perreira 
  Executive Director 
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Therefore, Hawaii State Teachers Association asks your  committee to support  this 
bill . 



SB-159 
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Hearing 

Kristen Alice Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Automatic Voter Registration just makes sense! Please support this bill. Mahalo. 

 





  

1. S 

 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2021/Bills/SB528_.pdf


SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/16/2021 4:04:26 PM 
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Present at 
Hearing 

Edward B Hanel Jr Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Strongly support passage of SB159.  Recent events show the danger of misinformation 
about electorial processes.  I support any proposal that contributes to the security of the 
"ballot box." 

Automatic Voting Registration should also increase participation by the general public in 
the electoral process. 

Concur with Common Cause Hawaii comments regarding SB159. 

 



SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/16/2021 11:14:57 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Patricia Bilyk Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Senator Rhoads and Members of the Judiciary Committee 

RE:  SB 159 Relating to Voting 

Date:  February 19, 2021 9:30am 

I STRONGLY SUPPORT SB 159. 

I feel voter registration done at the same time as an individual registers or renews their 
car registration at the Department of Motor Vehicles is an efficient and effective way to 
help Hawaii's citizens to accomplish 2 important tasks at once. Also, it is time saving, 
cost effective, as the AVR Hawai'i Coalition's testimony has so eloquently illustrated, 
and a safe way to register to vote! 

In the USA, 23 states and the District of Columbia feel AVR is good for their citizenry 
and have enacted laws to conduct business in this way. 

I encourage this Committee to pass this bill. 

Thank you. 

Patricia L Bilyk  

2047 Nuuanu Ave   Honolulu HI 96817 

  

 



SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/16/2021 10:32:20 AM 
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Position 
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Hearing 

Caroline Kunitake Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair Rhoads, Vice Chair Keohokalole and Committee on Judiciary, 

Please support SB159. 

The time is now to modernize Hawaii's elections. 

Automatic Voter Registration is a cost saving measure that will ease access to voter 
registration.  

Given the economic fallout due to the COVID-19 pandemic, I am hopeful that Hawaii will 
take concrete steps to make voter registration a legislative priority. 

Thank you for taking the time to review this issue. I appreciate the opportunity to testify 
in support of this bill. 

  

Mahalo, 

Caroline Kunitake 
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Submitted on: 2/16/2021 9:48:09 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
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Present at 
Hearing 

Kenneth R. Conklin, 
Ph.D. 

Individual Oppose No 

 
 
Comments:  

The only people allowed to vote are U.S. citizens. 

We should keep it that way. 

There is no citizenship requirement for anyone to apply for or receive a Hawaii driver 
license. 

If you allow someone to become a registered voter merely because they have applied 
for a driver license, you WILL be allowing people to become registered voters despite 
the fact that they are not citizens. 

Stop this nonsense! 

Anyone who wants to become a registered voter should be required to provide proof of 
citizenship, such as a birth certificate or documents proving citizenship through 
naturalization.  Furthermore, voter registration should require a voluntary affirmative 
action; it should not be merely an accident that happens by default due to failure of 
someone to opt out. 

 



SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/16/2021 4:15:24 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dyson Chee Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of SB159.  

 



SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/16/2021 4:26:20 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

chelsea pang Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

voter registration must be easier to enhance civil engagement and better self-
governence 

 



SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/16/2021 5:55:09 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Christy MacPherson Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am in strong support of SB159.  We need to make it as seamless as possible for our 
citizens to have a voice and participate in our democracy! 

 







SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/16/2021 10:27:10 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dawn Morais Webster 
Ph.D. 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Dear Chair Rhoads, 

Like many others who are concerned about the state of our beleaguered democracy,  I 
appreciate your long-standing commitment to policies that encourage greater civic 
engagement and in particular to making Automatic Voter Registration a reality in Hawaii. 
I am grateful that you have called for AVR for about a dozen years now. We appear 
finally to be on the cusp of enacting it into law. 

Today, I am very encouraged that you, Vice Chair Keohokalole, and the members of 
this Committee are considering SB 159 that holds the promise of making democracy 
work for everyone. Income level, location, and the stresses of daily living should not 
keep people from participating in the voting process. This bill helps ensure that voting is 
accessible to all by making voter registration and updates something that happens with 
very little extra effort when visiting the DMV. Yet it preserves the freedom of people to 
opt out as well. Especially after the success of Vote By Mail statewide, this measure--
which could save an estimated million dollars per election cycle--will ensure greater 
accuracy in voter addresses and minimize wasted labor and printing costs. 
The spectacle of the last few weeks in Washington D.C. should make us all more 
mindful of the need to do all we can to protect the right to vote and ensure accessibility 
for all. This bill will do that. Thank you for giving SB159 your serious consideration. 
Please move it out of this committee with your strong support. Mahalo nui. 

 



SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/16/2021 11:53:49 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Raymond Catania Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

I fully support SB159. 

Mahalo, 

Raymond A.V.Catania  may11nineteen71@gmail.com  4215 Kole Place Lihue 96766 

 



SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/17/2021 5:13:13 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Barbara Best Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

This bill will modernize voter rgistration, making it more accurate, secure, and cost-
effective, inclusive building a stronger democracy.  

Mahalo for drafting this bill and passing it and allowing citizen testimony 

 





SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/17/2021 7:04:42 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lynn Robinson-
Onderko 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair and Committee Members,  

I am writing in strong support for SB159. Making voter registration automatic is another 
great step to increase voter access and participation. 

Mahalo nui,  

Lynn Robinson-Onderko. Ewa Beach 

 





SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/17/2021 10:22:31 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eliel Starbright Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

AVR is cost-effective. AVR has been estimated, according to one evaluation, to save 
approximately $1 million statewide in each election cycle by eliminating paper-based 
registrations and decreasing undeliverable mail. 

 



SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/17/2021 10:28:57 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Katherine Orr Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support Automatic Voter Registration because I think it will streamline our voting 
system in the following ways: it's cost effective (saves a lot of paperwork); it's 
more efficient (keeping voter info up to date and secure...less room for errors), and 
it encourages those who are eligible to vote to do so (by making it easier...less hassel). 

 



SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/17/2021 10:37:36 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Scott Garris Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

AVR is a good idea, for the people, and saves the gov money, please pass SB159 

 



SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/17/2021 11:37:42 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lorraine Newman Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I fully support this bill. It will save taxpayers money in terms of the cost of running 
elections, and even more important, it will make it easier for people to register to vote. 
The bill speaks for itself. Please pass it. 

 





SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/17/2021 12:45:27 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jane E Arnold Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please support SB159.  Hawaii's voter turnout is usually very low, and this bill would 
encourage more people to vote. 

 





SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/17/2021 2:51:20 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

irene kloepfer Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Voting should be easy - automatic voter registration does that. Pass it now. Mahalo. 
Irene kloepfer  

 



SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/17/2021 3:21:07 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Barbara L. George Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Why isn't this done already?????  SUPPORT!! 

 



SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/17/2021 3:55:06 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michal Fentin Stover Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support Automatic Voter Registration as it will make it easier for more Hawai'i residents 
to vote. 

 



SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/17/2021 4:35:38 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Andrea Quinn Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear Honorable Committee Members,  

Please support SB159. 

Thank you, 

Andrea Quinn 

 





am one of those aspiring voters who would welcome the convenience of automatic voter 
registration because I believe it will help strengthen our democracy. I strongly support 
Senate Bill 159. 

Thank you for providing this opportunity for me to testify, 

Erika Johnson 

  

 





SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/18/2021 8:52:21 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Linda Morgan Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support SB159 as a method to increase voter registration, thus voter participation.  Our 
state has poor voter turnout.  Having automatic registration will increase participation in 
elections and provide more accurate voter information.  Please vote for SB159. 

 



 
       DAVID Y. IGE 
          GOVERNOR 

 
 

TESTIMONY BY: 

JADE T. BUTAY 
DIRECTOR 

 
Deputy Directors 

LYNN A.S. ARAKI-REGAN 
DEREK J. CHOW 

ROSS M. HIGASHI 
EDWIN H. SNIFFEN 

 

 
 

STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

869 PUNCHBOWL STREET 
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-5097 

                 

  
 

 
February 19, 2021 

9:30 A.M. 
State Capitol, Teleconference 

 
S.B. 159 

RELATING TO VOTING 
 

Senate Committee on Judiciary 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports S.B. 159 with the following 
amendments. 
 
In Section 1, Page 2, 1st paragraph, the last sentence on Line 13 thru 15, the paragraph 
should be amended to delete the last sentence of the paragraph because the previous 
sentence provides for the public’s privacy protection that the public would expect should 
a person decline to be registered to vote.  The paragraph should be amended as 
follows:  
“ The examiner of drivers shall not transmit any information necessary to register 
an applicant as a voter nor change any voter registration information, if the applicant 
affirmatively declines to be registered to vote.  [The examiner of drivers shall not 
electronically transmit any information that the applicant affirmatively declines to be 
transmitted.]”   
 
The word “directly” should be removed from subsection (d) on Page 3, line 12 of the bill, 
because election officials do not have direct access to the desired data; rather, they 
have indirect access via a web service.  
 
In Section 2, Page 5 of new Section 286-A (b), 1st paragraph, the last sentence on Line 
6 thru 8, the paragraph should be amended to delete the last sentence of the paragraph 
because the previous sentence provides for the public’s privacy protection that the 
public would expect should a person decline to be registered to vote.  The paragraph 
should be amended as follows:  
“ The examiner of drivers shall not transmit any information necessary to register a 
qualified applicant as a voter if the qualified applicant affirmatively declines to be 
registered to vote.  [The examiner of drivers shall not electronically transmit any 
information that the qualified applicant affirmatively declines to be transmitted.]”   
 

rhoads3
Late



 
 
In Section 3, Page 6 of new Section 286-B (b), 2nd paragraph, the last sentence on Line 
19 thru 21, the paragraph should be amended to delete the last sentence of the 
paragraph because the previous sentence provides for the public’s privacy protection 
that the public would expect should a person decline to be registered to vote.  The 
paragraph should be amended as follows:  
“ The examiner of drivers shall not transmit any information necessary to register a 
qualified applicant as a voter if the qualified applicant affirmatively declines to be 
registered to vote.  [The examiner of drivers shall not electronically transmit any 
information that the qualified applicant affirmatively declines to be transmitted.]”   
 
A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) between the Department of Transportation and 
Office of Elections was signed by both parties in August 2017.  Should there be a need 
to modify the voter registration form or computer systems, the counties, DOT and the 
Office of Elections will continue to work collaboratively as they have already 
demonstrated with the current application forms and MOA to ensure the driver’s license 
and civil identification card application forms reflect all future state and federally 
legislated requirements.   
 
The effective date of the act should be dependent on when the State Office of Elections 
and county computer programming can be completed to allow for the electronic 
transmittal of data.  Other provisions of the bill are currently being performed and part of 
the driver’s license and state identification card application.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony.    
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SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/18/2021 9:30:58 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

laurie boyle Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Yes sb159 auto voter with dmv 
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SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/18/2021 7:03:32 PM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Brodie Lockard Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support SB159. AVR is long past due. 

  

Brodie Lockard 
Common Cause Hawaii Board 
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SB-159 
Submitted on: 2/19/2021 9:40:57 AM 
Testimony for JDC on 2/19/2021 9:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Becky Gardner Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support this bill.  I especially love the approach that voters "opt-out" of the 
process - reinforcing an expectation that the resident/driver wants to vote - and that 
government is willing to help them do that.  Otherwise, people are so busy with their 
lives and surviving a pandemic, the notion of registering to vote defaults as a low 
priority.  Let's make it easy for everyone to engage. 
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